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Prioritizing sensitive settlementsto natural hazards
(A case study: Gandoman County)

ABSTRACT

Natural hazards are the important factors in environmental planning. These hazards in some
situation could be intensified by incorrect humanly function like vegetation cover destruction cause to
intensify erosion process or inappropriate changes in land use cause to expedite and intensify land
dlide and other mass movement. Flood and dust storm is not separated. In the other hand, other
phenomena such as earthquake cannot be controlled and estimated. Recording to the different effective
factors like vegetation cover, geology, erosion intenseness, land slide and distance from fault line, this
study precede natural hazards. Regarding to this goal, at first the maps of mentioned factors were
prepared using GIS software. Then buffer and hazard zones with different intensity were assigned by
applying present analysis. Finally, sensitive villages were prioritized according to intensify of these
hazards. Such studies could provide appropriate approaches for managers and planners in order to
investigation of natural hazards and sensitive settlements.

Keywords: natural hazards, prioritizing, sensitive villages, geographical information systems.
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